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FRED W HOOPER STAKES 1 MILE

RACE #4 - ANALYSIS OF TOP CONTENDERS
#1– Performer is four for four on a fast track. It’s supposed to be sunny and 80 degrees on Saturday afternoon. He’s 
hasn’t raced since December 5th, but his works since say he’s ready to get back to work.

#5 – Phat Man finished third as the favorite in his last, trainer Kent Sweezey rebounds at 23% with beaten favs. The 
biggest concern is closing style on distance/surface that favors speed. Maybe he can overcome the bias as he should 
be at/near his best in his third start off the bench.

#6– Avant Garde is taking a big step in class for a low win percent trainer and jockey. However, you cannot overlook 
his record at his Gulfstream record, five wins and a second in six races, just one win in five runs anywhere else. 

VALUE PLAYS AND LONGSHOTS
#3 – Shivaree should be closer to the front than usual in a race that lacks real speed burners. He’s another making 
the third start off the bench, a 12% winner for trainer Ralph Nicks.

#2 – Eye of a Jedi ran the top, last race speed figure in his first start since July. His history suggests he’ll be better in 
round two off the sidelines at a track he has liked (18: 4-5-6).

#7 – Haikal is making his second start after a layoff and second start for trainer Todd Pletcher, 20% and 18% angles 
respectively. 

PACE ANALYSIS AND TRACK BIAS
Early Race Outlook: There isn’t much in the way of consistent early 
speed in this race. PERFORMER in the one that’s been closeted to the 
leader most often and could be the one they are all chasing early. 
INDIMAAJ could be the horse that runs out of character, usually second 
or third at the jump, but jockey Corey Lanerie could push him forward if 
the pace is right. SHIVAREE and AVANT GARDE are more likely to pull up 
behind the front-runner than take charge.

Distance/Surface Bias: Looking back at more than 300 races at the 
distance/surface, horses that were in the first three at the quarter-pole 
won nearly 60% of races (58.72%). 

Post Position Stats: Posts one through six won 84% of the more than 
300 races we reviewed. The first six won at a fairly even rates, ranging 
from 14.68% for posts one and two, 13.15% is the low for posts four and 
five. 

EARLY SPEED:
Performer

STALKERS:
Shivaree, Avant Garde, Indimaaj

CLOSERS:

Eye of a Jedi, Dream Maker, Phat Man, Haikal

THE PLAY

PERFORMER is the best fit for the track bias. He should be close to the front all the way around the track. 
PHAT MAN has never missed the board at Gulfstream with a win, two seconds and a third in four tries. 
AVANT GARDE has three win and a second in four races at the distance. It’s a real close call between 
SHIVAREE and EYE OF A JEDI, we sided with SHIVAREE because of his Gulfstream money per race is 
significantly higher. 

OUR PICKS
PICK ORDER HORSE #

EXACTA: 
1,3,5,6 Box

TRIFECTA: 
1,5,6/1,3,5,6/1,2,

3,5,6

WIN 
PLACE 
SHOW 

WILD CARD 
ALT 1
ALT 2

M/L ODDS

7/5
7/2

15-1
12-1
5-1
9/2

HORSE NAME

Performer
Phat Man

Avant Garde
Shivaree

Eye of a Jedi
Haikal

1
5

7

6

2
3



MARSHUA'S RIVER STAKES 1 MILE- TURF

RACE #7 - ANALYSIS OF TOP CONTENDERS
#4 – Vigilantes Way has hit the board in seven of eight races and is four of four on turf, including a win at 
Gulfstream in her last. It was her first trip over the southern Florida course, and it produced her best fractions. She 
might prove to be a horse for the course. 

#1 – Belle Laura rides the 19% winning rail for the current meet. She’s an all or nothing horse at the distance with 
three wins and nothing else in seven outings. If she’s on/near the lead early, then she’s in it to win it. If she’s off the 
pace, then she’s probably off the board. 

#8 – Tuned has not finished worse than third in her four races since coming from France. She’s another coming off 
her best race in her first try at Gulfstream despite some early race issues. 

VALUE PLAYS AND LONGSHOTS
#2 – Our Bay B Ruth is making her second start after a short layoff. Her resume says she’ll be better in race 
number two off the bench. Trainer Eddie Kenneally wins at 23% in second starts, one of his best angles.

#10 – Sweet Bye and Bye would likely be higher up the rankings, but the 10 post is a major negative. She 
moves over to trainer Saffie Joseph, Jr. for the first time, a 20% winner. It’s also her first race since October 
25th. She’s run well fresh with a third by a ½ length and a wire to wire win in her last two returns to the track.

#6 – Evil Lyn missed as the chalk last out by a nose. Trainer Michael Maker bounces back at 22% the next 
time around the track with beaten favorites. She’ll probably be close to the lead, but tends to fade a touch. 

PACE ANALYSIS AND TRACK BIAS
Early Race Outlook:There is plenty of speed, which could lead to a 
fast early pace. BELLE LAURA is inside speed in race with an early 
first turn, which should give her the edge. VIGILANTES will make 
sure the pace is honest and will likely try to clear the inside speed 
before the turn. EVIL LYN and SWEET BYE AND BYE will likely settle in 
right off the leaders.

Distance/Surface Bias: Again, we examined more than 300 races at 
the distance/surface. Speed has the edge once again with 45% of 
winners racing in the first three at the quarter pole. Add in stalkers 
running in fourth or fifth and the win rate jumps to 69%.

Post Position Stats: Post positions perform similarly in blocks, post 
one through four win the most at similar rates. There is a noticeable 
drop off but posts five through eight all border on 10%. Horses that 
leave from posts nine and out struggle. 

EARLY SPEED:
Belle Laura, Vigilantes Way, Evil Lyn, Sweet 
Bye and Bye

STALKERS:
Our Bay B Ruth, Niko's Dream

CLOSERS:
Zofelle, Great Sister Diane, Lovely La La, 
Tuned

THE PLAY

VIGILANTES WAY ran her best fractions by a decent margin in her last, usually a good sign for the next 
race too. BELLE LAURA has won three out of her last four, two of them at Gulfstream. TUNED will be 
charging late. She’ll be really dangerous if she can get off to a good start. OUR BAY B RUTH has three wins 
and two seconds in six races at the distance, just one win in eight at any other length. 

OUR PICKS
PICK ORDER HORSE #

EXACTA:
1,2,4,8 Box

TRIFECTA:
1,4,8/1,2,4,8/1,2,4,8,

10

WIN 
PLACE 
SHOW 

WILD CARD 
ALT 1
ALT 2

M/L ODDS

7/2
12-1
8-1

10-1
4-1
9/2

HORSE NAME

Vigilantes Way
Belle Laura

Tuned
Our Bay B Ruth

Sweet Bye and Bye
Evil Lyn

4
1
8
2

10
6
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